
Contents

Foreword 5

1. The contribution of the Italian Automatic Control community
to the early days of IFAC and the rise of IFAC activity in Italy 7

The early days of IFAC - the Italian contribution 9

IFAC International Federation of Automatic Control
Information Bullettin n. 1 13

2. Three Italian scholars 19

Giuseppe Evangelisti (1903-1981) 21

Giorgio Quazza (1924-1978) 25

Antonio Ruberti (1927-2000) 29

3. 50 years of IFAC events in Italy 35

Convegno Internazionale sui Problemi dell’Automatismo,
Milano, April 1956 37

Optimizing and Adaptive Control, Roma, April 1962 38

Numerical Control - Programming Languages, September 1970 42

Automatic Control in Space, Genova, June 1973 44

Sensivity, Adaptivity and Optimality, Ischia, June 1973 47

Large Scale Systems Theory and Applications, Udine, June 1976 50

Criteria for Selecting Appropriate Technologies under Different Cultural, 
Technical and Social Conditions, Bari, May 1979 52

Singular Perturbations in Systems and Control, Udine, July 1982 54

Ship Operation Automation (ISSOA 82), September 1982 56

Modelling and Control Electric Power Plants, Como, September 1983 58



Control Applications of Nonlinear Programming and Optimization,
Capri, June 1985 61

Safety of Computer Control Systems - SAFECOMP ‘85, 
Como, October 1985 62

Modelling and Control in Biomedical Systems, Venezia, April 1988 64

Jubilee of Innovation Choice, Venezia, October 1988 66

Nonlinear Control Systems Design, Capri, June 1989 68

The Riccati Equation in Control, Systems and Signals, 
Como, June 1989 71

Decisional Structures in Automated Manufacturing, 
Genova, September 1989 74

Low Cost Automation: Techniques, Components & Instruments, Applications,
Milano, November 1989 77

AI, Control and Advanced Technology in Marine Automation, 
Genova, April 1992 78

Motion Control for Intelligent Automation, Perugia, October 1992 81

Robot Control - SYROCO, Capri, September 1994 82

European Control Conference ECC 95 (in cooperation with IFAC), 
Roma, September 1995 85

Conference on Control Applications (in cooperation with IFAC), 
Trieste, September 1998 89

Distributed Computer Control Systems (DCCS 98), 
Como, September 1998 90

Accelerator and Large Experimental Physics Control Systems - ICALEPCS 99,
Trieste, October 1999 92

Advanced Control of Chemical Processes - ADCHEM 2000, 
Pisa, June 2000 94

Linear Time Delay Systems, Ancona, September 2000 97

Advanced Intelligent Mechatronics AIM’01 (in cooperation with IFAC),
Como, July 2001 98

Periodic Control Systems, Cernobbio - Como, August 2001 100

Adaption and Learning in Control and Signal Processing, 
Cernobbio - Como, August 2001 102

Automatic Control in Aerospace, Bologna/Forlì, September 2001 104

Robust Control Design, Milano, June 2003 107


